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Special Education Services and Organization
Introduction
Special education programs are meant to care for students who might be mentally, physically, socially and emotionally impaired in one way or another. Special education and services are therefore meant to adjust the content and teaching methods to ensure that the instructions delivered to such learners meet their needs (Gargiulo, 2010). This paper looks at special services and organizations which handle impairment in sight and hearing.
Special Education Services for Students with Impairment in Sight
Once the child qualifies for visual impairment services under IDEA, they are entitled to several services meant to help them learn better. A specialized education program is jointly agreed upon and laid down in the Individualized Education Plan (IEP) to assist the child to learn in a better way. Even though the services vary from one stage to another, assisting technology such as specialized computers, low vision and video aid and large print materials are provided to such students. Furthermore, Braille books and Braille writers, and audiobooks are given to ensure the limitation as a result of the sight impairment does not affect the child's ability to read and write while in school. Many of these students learn in the regular schools even though instructions are made clearer to make them due to the impairment (Cannon et al, 2013). Those who receive the services outside the school have facilitation done through school-based service providers.
Special Education Services for Students with Impairment in Hearing
Students with hearing impairments receive a number of special services from different professionals. They are presented with audiologist who have to diagnose, treat and manage the condition. Their teachers have special training to provide the support needed by such students and the families. Speech-language pathologists provide treatment for the students' disorders while interpreters are given to these students to help in relaying what is learned in class through the employment of communication processes like repetition, the use of sign language and verbal expression (Kirk et al, 2011).  Amplification systems are also provided to reduce the language delay associated with the impairment. The students are also enrolled in school on full-day basis program which ensures early practice on communication and language development. Furthermore, the students are given a favorable seating position in class to help in speech reading. Captioned films and videos are sometimes provided to help the impaired student. The technologies such as hearing aids and auditory training devices are used for sound amplification. Specialized software programs are also available to facilitate the learning comfort for the students (Kirk et al, 2011).
Professional Organization Dedicated to Students with Impairment in Sight
National Association of Parents of Children with Visual Impairment (NAPVI) is a national membership organization that enables parents to get information and resources necessary to help their children with visual impairment issues. The organization provides training and support to assist the children to reach their potential through emotional support, parent education, outreach programs, advocacy for the children needs and networking. The organization has an online media community which gives the parents of visually impaired children a chance to support each other, share their issues and concerns and link to the local resources. The link is called FamilyConnect. Furthermore, they enlighten parents on their rights as stipulated in Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). NAPVI also provides referrals on better parenting for these children. The organization has members from different states which enables them to enjoy a large base of operation (National Organization for Rare Disorders Website, 2017).
Professional Organization Dedicated to Students with Impairment in Hearing
American Society for Deaf Children (ASDC) is a national organization of families and professionals with a commitment to educating, supporting and empowering parents and families with children who have a visual impairment. The organization assists the families in acquiring meaningful communication options depending on the extent of their child’s impairment. Furthermore, the organization advocates for quality programs and services to the children through regularly held conventions.  It was founded in the year 1967 as an organization that assists parents but has grown into a professional organization with diverse services that help the impaired children and parents. The organization supports and promotes the respect to the deaf culture with an aim to enhance their social, personal and educational aspects which are key to making them live normal lives. Regular newsletters and brochures are provided by the organization as part of sensitization process (American Society for Deaf Children Website, 2018).
Conclusion
In conclusion, it is indeed true that special services and organization for those with hearing and sight impairments are still important today. Several services are provided to make sure the students affected are able to continue with their learning process without feeling disadvantaged in any way. Organizations such as NAPVI and ASDC are available to facilitate the provision of better services to such children.
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